CHAPTER XIII
THE PERIOD OF PEACE BETWEEN EMPIRE AND
PAPACY, 1125-1156
The period   fr • ^jje peace that was made at Worms in 1122 lasted
of peace	I    ^ thirty-five years.   It was a remarkable interlude,
JL during which the former situation was completely
reversed and the old antagonism was replaced by a friendly
alliance. Empire and Papacy were united by common
interests, ecclesiastical and political, as they had been in the
later years of Henry III. There was a difference, however,
for in ecclesiastical matters the Pope was now the predominant
partner, and it was for political ends that he needed imperial
assistance. At peace with the Empire, the Papacy was no
longer dependent on the aid of the Normans and forced to
pay the price they demanded; it could therefore adopt
a consistent policy of resistance to their advance* The
Emperor was naturally hostile to the Normans, and so,
instead of the alliance of Pope and Normans against the
Emperor, Pope and Emperor were allied against the Normans.
In spite of this, the period was the most brilliant in Norman
history. It coincided exactly with the reign of Roger II,
who not only united South Italy and Sicily under his rule
but also forced from an unwilling Papacy the recognition of
his title as king. Only a continued effort on the part of the
Emperor could have prevented this, but the rulers of Germany
were for the most part occupied with the civil strife in their
kingdom, which resulted in the bitter rivalry of Welfs and
Hohenstaufen. In North Italy, the newly-formed communes
pursued their independent careers, hardly interfered with by
their overlord. They may be treated apart, but the affairs
of Empire, Papacy, and Norman kingdom were so closely
connected that they need to be told, as far as possible, in one
story.
In Germany, the election which followed the death of
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